Refraction Model (6A42.30)

Location: 57-2L
Concept/Purpose: Refraction at Flat Surfaces

Procedure/Explanation: A small plastic ramp and a steel ball are used as a physical analogy of light waves refracting when they pass from one medium to another. The plastic is rectangular shaped with most of its surface level and one edge with a small incline. The steel ball represents a light wave and is rolled along the flat surface towards the inclined edge at some arbitrary angle. When the ball reaches the incline its speed and angle change as it rolls down to the table. Thus the incline represents the interface between the two mediums.

